
                                                                    

University of Dundee

Pandemic Tales

Murray, Chris; Jindal-Snape, Divya; Larkin, Ashling ; Horner, Rebecca ; Dominiak, Zu; Laird,
Catriona
DOI:
10.20933/100001241

Publication date:
2022

Licence:
CC BY-NC-ND

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in Discovery Research Portal

Citation for published version (APA):
Murray, C. (Ed.), Jindal-Snape, D. (Ed.), Larkin, A., Horner, R., Dominiak, Z., & Laird, C. (2022). Pandemic
Tales: Responses to Covid-19 and Lockdown. UniVerse. https://doi.org/10.20933/100001241

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in Discovery Research Portal are retained by the authors and/or other
copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with
these rights.

 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from Discovery Research Portal for the purpose of private study or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain.
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Download date: 23. Mar. 2022

https://doi.org/10.20933/100001241
https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/en/publications/e4428492-8edb-4977-b79c-6677384a5774
https://doi.org/10.20933/100001241




Pandemic Tales
Responses to COVID-19 and lockdown 
Edited by Chris Murray and Divya Jindal-Snape

Professor Christopher Murray

Director, Scottish Centre for 
Comics Studies and Dundee 
Comics Creative Space
University of Dundee

c.murray@dundee.ac.uk

Since 2016 the Scottish Centre for Comics Studies 
has produced a number of public information 
comics, many of them dealing with healthcare issues 
and science communication. This has been part 
of a research project looking into the educational 
potential of comics. We believe that comics, which 
combine words and images, engage readers in 
unique ways that can aid understanding. The 
medium is highly effective at communicating ideas 
clearly, but also provoking emotional, intellectual 
and imaginative responses.

When the Coronavirus pandemic took hold in early 
2020, sending the world into lockdown, we decided 
to create an anthology comic to help people reflect 
upon the impact of the virus. We wanted to capture 
the important transitions that everyone was 
making, and to tell the stories of the communities, 
groups, and individuals who were doing amazing 
things to help themselves and others. We sought to 
tell the stories of ordinary people in extraordinary 
circumstances. We also wanted to highlight the 
University of Dundee’s response. This has included 
scientists working to assist the global effort to find 
a vaccine, nursing students join the front line by 
completing their studies in practice, the creation of 
the Scrub Hub, which saw a partnership between 
the university, business and the public to create 
much needed PPE, creating guidance material and 
resources in partnership with British Psychological 
Society to support children and young people, 
school staff and families with educational 
and life transitions, and many other activities. 
In light of these inspiring tales of dedication and 
determination the comics team mobilised to help 
tell these stories in the best way we know how – 
through a comic!

Pandemic Tales: Responses to Covid-19 and 
Lockdown collects stories about these strange 
and challenging times. During the pandemic and 
lockdown the stories created for this anthology were 
released individually as webcomics on the Scottish 
Centre for Comics Studies website and some 
through blogs published by the Transformative 
Change: Educational and Life Transitions (TCELT) 
Research Centre. These stories have now been 
collected here in one volume. Many thanks to all 
those who supported this project, from all the 
writers and artists creating the comics, to Professor 
John Rowan, Dr Clive Randall and Kaye Lister at the 
University of Dundee, who assisted with funding 
the project. We dedicate this comic to all those 
who we have lost to the pandemic, to everyone who 
has struggled through illness and the pressures of 
lockdown, and to all the scientists and healthcare 
workers around the world who have worked so hard 
to keep us safe. 

We are excited to share these stories with you, and 
there are many more to follow!

Chris and Divya

Professor Divya Jindal-Snape

Director, Transformative Change: 
Educational and Life Transitions 
(TCELT) Research Centre
University of Dundee

d.jindalsnape@dundee.ac.uk
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If you have any queries or feedback please feel free to contact us. Also, please complete a brief online 
questionnaire about our comics:

dundee.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/public-information-comics

We would really appreciate your thoughts on the comics, especially on the impact they might have made 
on your understanding of these issues.

Learn more about our Educational and Public Information Comics here:

scottishcomicstudies.com/public-information-and-educational-comics/

A Nursing Student’s Story                                           4
Script: Lisa Tait, Sarah Humprheys and Chris Murray
Art: Julie Campbell

Lost, and Found, in Transitions                      10
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by Megan Sinclair
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social 
distance, stay 
home! the NHS 
are the REAL 

HEROES.

Remember
Alpha wonʼt 
be there 
when you 
wash your 
hands!!!

AFTER
RON 

SMITH 33



Story: Laura Findlay     Art: Catriona Laird
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Process

Ashling Larkin

Here are sketches and layouts showing some of the stages of the process of creating comics. 
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catriona laird
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Zu Dominiak
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Process 3

More comics by dundee comics creative space


